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Normal Routines Dramatically Altered
In Days Since Sept. 11 Terrorist Attacks

On the morning of Tuesday, Sept. 11, cancer researchers,
administrators, clinicians, and activists were going about their usual business.
Some had just settled in at conferences, or had begun work in their offices.

Over the next few hours, their normal routines would be altered
dramatically.

—In his apartment across the street from 7 World Trade Center,
Gilles Frydman, founder of the Association of Cancer Online Resources,
was sleeping late after a long night of fixing a computer. “All of a sudden,
I heard a sound, an incoming sound,” Frydman said. “I knew instantly it
was not OK. I thought it was a plane that was going to crash, and crash on
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Institute "Will Not
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Assures Staff
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In Brief:
Amgen, Genzyme, Thoratec Mourn Loss
Of Executives Killed In Plane Hijackings
Three pharmaceutical and medical device industry executives died

Sept. 11 when the planes they were traveling on were hijacked by terrorists.
—Dora Menchaca, 45, of Santa Monica, CA, a cancer researcher

and associate director of clinical research for Amgen Inc., was a passenger
on American Airlines Flight 77 that rammed into the Pentagon after taking
off from Washington Dulles Airport.

Menchaca joined Amgen in 1991. She was the first person Amgen
founder George Morstyn hired to work in the company’s clinical
development organization, the company said. She held numerous positions
in development, and most recently served as clinical studies management
team leader for Stem Cell Factor, MGDF, and Abarelix.

She was heading back to Los Angeles after having met with FDA on
Amgen business.

“Dora was always a champion for the patient and a role model for
the Amgen values,” the company said. “Her passion and belief in doing
whatever it takes to help patients and advance science will have a lasting
impact.”

Menchaca is survived by her husband, Earl Dorsey, a son, and a
daughter.

—Lisa Raines, senior vice president of government relations for
Genzyme Corp., was a passenger on American Airlines Flight 77.

Raines, 43, joined Genzyme in 1993 after working with the Industrial
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Cancer Specialists Struggle
As Attack Disrupts Routines
(Continued from page 1)
me, and I would never see my children again.”

—At the NIH campus in Bethesda, members of
the National Cancer Advisory Board had just heard
NCI Director Richard Klausner describe a technical
advance in molecular epidemiology. A staff member
handed Klausner a note. There was a “situation,”
Klausner said. “Two planes have crashed into the
World Trade Center, which appears to possibly be a
terrorist attack.” He apologized for the interruption,
and went on to announce his resignation.

—In a conference room at the Bethesda Holiday
Inn, the FDA Oncologic Drugs Advisory Committee
was in the midst of hearing data on a new drug for
non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma. The committee decided to
continue the meeting. “I made the announcement that
if we were to stop the meeting, then the terrorists
have won, because routine business couldn’t get
done,” said Committee Chairman Stacy Nerenstone.

—In Milan, Peter Boyle, director of the
epidemiology and biostatistics at the European Institute
of Oncology, was working in his office when he
received an email about the attack. He tried to switch
from the BBC Health Web page to News, but was
unable to connect. “I was kept up-to-date by telephone
by my daughters who were watching events evolve
on television in France,” Boyle said. “It was
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impossible to connect to any news Web site for several
days. It took two days to find out whether my friends
in Manhattan were safe.”

—In Seoul, Korea, Wuan Ki Hong, head of the
Division of Cancer Medicine at M.D. Anderson Cancer
Center, was wrapping up a scientific conference and
planning to catch a plane back to Houston. He was
stranded in Korea for several days.

—Brian Druker had landed at Washington Dulles
Airport about half an hour after the plane that would
crash into the Pentagon took off. Not long after, from
his taxi into Washington, he saw black smoke billowing
from the Pentagon.

This week, The Cancer Letter devotes its pages
to the stories, thoughts, and fears of individuals in the
cancer research community as they experience this
national crisis and suddenly confront an uncertain
economy, with possible implications for federal
research funding, and a difficult climate for travel and
international communication.

Eyewitness At “Ground Zero”
Gilles Frydman, president of the Association of

Online Cancer Resources, spent the night of Sept. 10
working to recover data from a failed hard drive in a
server at ACOR headquarters in Queens.

He arrived home at 5:30 a.m. and went to bed.
A few hours later, his wife, Monica, took their children
to school on the subway. “I remember seeing them
go, then fell asleep again,” he said.

“All of a sudden, I heard a sound, an incoming
sound,” Frydman said. “I lived in Israel next to an
airport. I knew instantly it was not OK. I thought it
was a military plane, but then I thought it was a plane
that was going to crash, and crash on me, and I would
never see my children again. That sound threw me
out of my bed.

“One second later, I heard—Boom! I looked in
front of my window and saw it. The World Trade
Center was just in front of us. My building on 173
Duane Street is yards from what the journalists are
calling ‘ground zero.’”

Frydman called his mother, then went outside to
take pictures. “I got some pictures of the plane’s tail
coming out of the World Trade Center. That was
before the fire.” He went  inside to call his mother
again.

“We spoke for two or three minutes. Then I
heard another boom, and saw flames coming out of
the other tower. I said, ‘I’m sorry, our conversation
is over. I have to leave the neighborhood instantly.’”
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Frydman turned on the television. “I heard the
word ‘terrorist,’ which was what I had thought. I knew
from living in Israel that they create a huge commotion,
and then do something else that harms more people. I
was concerned about biological agents.”

Moments later, Monica returned, and they left
by car, heading uptown to their children’s school.
“When we got to the school, my mother called on the
cell phone and said one tower has fallen,” Frydman
said. “I didn’t realize what had happened was like a
pinpoint nuclear blast.”

There was no way of going back home, Frydman
said.

“Wednesday morning, I went downtown. It took
a long time, but I finally got home. I realized neighbors
with children had watched the whole thing.
Wednesday was absolutely incredible. It was a traffic
jam of emergency vehicles, seven avenues wide, all
going in one direction.”

Their apartment building was not damaged,
though 7 World Trade Center eventually collapsed.
“We got dust, but not as bad as some places,”
Frydman said. “It’s surreal that we were so close, but
it looks almost normal.”

The Frydmans have been staying with friends.
“We can’t return to our apartment with the children
for weeks, if not months,” Frydman said. “No one
really knows how long. Access to neighborhood is
very difficult. The Army taken over two blocks from
our home.”

Frydman said he has sent one email a day to
ACOR volunteers, but hasn’t felt like working. “I
thought it was much more important to help the
neighborhood, and help carrying food, carrying stuff,
just helping as you can help,” he said. “I brought
batteries to my neighbors, milk, and an old-fashioned
phone so you can plug in easier—fundamental items.

“Our entire life is disrupted and is going to be
disrupted for quite some time. My children are not
sure they want to live someplace near so many
bodies.”

Frydman said he is determined to stay in the
neighborhood. “Terrorists are not going to destroy our
democracy, our way of life,” he said. “We will rebuild,
and we will stay. This is where we live.

“Now the Western world is at war with Muslim
fundamentalists. It’s a much bigger problem than
Osama bin Laden.

“It’s much scarier than cancer, because it’s man-
made. To think that people are able to do this to people
is not conceivable, though it becomes simple when
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Photocopying Guideline
you realize that people who do not respect their own
lives can’t respect anyone else’s. It comes down to
this: Either you let them annihilate you, or you have
to annihilate them.”

“I Did Not Feel Safe Until I Was Home”
Susan Love, an NCAB member, had planned

several speaking events in the Northeast last week.
After the NCAB meeting was cancelled when federal
buildings were vacated, she walked back to the
Bethesda Hyatt and spent the rest of the day watching
TV.

NCI Director Klausner called all of the board
members that night and invited them for dinner. “I
know we all had more wine than usual, but it was
good being together,” Love said. “We were the only
ones in the restaurant.

“I am very sorry to see Rick leave the NCI,”
she said.

Love was scheduled to give grand rounds first
thing Thursday morning in Maine. “All the rental cars
were taken, so I hired a driver and we left at 6 a.m.,
and he drove me 10 hours to Portland,” she said.

She gave grand rounds and a talk to the public.
“Much to my surprise, the audiences were big,”

she said. Then, she drove to Portsmouth, NH, gave a
talk in the evening, and then got up at 4:30 a.m. Friday
morning to drive to Westchester, NY, for another talk.

“My big chance to get home was the Friday
evening flight from JFK to LAX where I had
reservations,” Love said. “I made it to the airport at
3:30 p.m. for a 6 p.m. flight. They made me pack my
Swiss Army knife in my luggage and check it, they
searched both checked and carry-on luggage. Then
we went through the metal detector and to the gate.

“It took an hour and a half to board, because
they did it row by row. Each person was patted down
and wanded before they got on the plane. Dinner was
with a spoon and fork. Everyone just looked tired
and dazed.

“We finally arrived home at midnight. I did not
feel safe until I was back in California.”

One of Love’s classmates from business school
was on the plane that hit the Pentagon. “Chris Newton
was 38, a great guy at the peak of his career. He had
two young kids, they are 10 and 7, and he had just
moved to Virginia.”

Optimism For AACI Annual Meeting
Barbara Duffy Stewart, executive director of the

Association of American Cancer Institutes, was
s
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attending the NCAB meeting.
“After it ended, I walked back to the Bethesda

Hyatt with Barbara LeStage, the chairman of the NCI
Director’s Consumer Liaison Group,” Stewart said.
“I ordered room service lunch and watched TV for
11 hours straight. The next morning, I was going to
look into getting another hotel, and I ran into Pearl
Moore [executive director of the Oncology Nursing
Society] and PaulaAnn Rieger [ONS [president]. They
had rented a car to go back to Pittsburgh. So I hitched
a ride with them.”

Stewart said AACI plans to go forward with its
annual meeting Oct. 2-3 in Chicago.

“People may have to build in extra hours of travel
time,” Stewart said. “I’m looking forward to having a
well-attended meeting. There are only 84 cancer center
members of AACI, and we were hoping to get
attendance of 100 or above, of cancer center directors
and administrators.”

Like The Plot of a Tom Clancy Novel
John Ruckdeschel, director of the H. Lee Moffitt

Cancer Center and Research Institute in Tampa, was
attending the NCAB meeting. He returned home by
train and wrote about the experience for the Tampa
Tribune (Sept. 15).

In the article, Ruckdeschel wrote that the terrorist
attack reminded him of a Tom Clancy novel in which
a pilot crashes a 747 into the U.S. Capitol. “It seemed
implausible,” Ruckdeschel wrote. “It all rings too true
today.”

Ruckdeschel said he still plans to fly to Chicago
for the AACI annual meeting.

“We have had a number of meetings cancelled
that we were to attend and had to cancel our
educational conference in Campoinas, Brazil, due to
lack of consistent flights,” he said to The Cancer
Letter. “I have lots of angst about flying, but most of
us who are road warriors know we have to do it. I
suspect the number of ‘let’s meet at O’Hare to discuss
this’ meetings will drop off for a few months.”

ASCO Cancels Meetings
At the American Society of Clinical Oncology

headquarters in Alexandria, VA, all activities were
cancelled last week, including a meeting of the 135-
member Clinical Practice Committee.

“We’re re-examining meetings in early October,
just because of the logistics of travel,” said Deborah
Kamin, director of government relations. “We will
either hold them by telephone, or have fewer people.”
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Also cancelled this week was a seven-member
ASCO delegation trip to China. “There has been a lot
of anti-American sentiment in China,” Kamin said.
“We were worried that even if the delegation could
get there, getting back might be an issue.”

“Obviously, we’re looking ahead to ASCO’s
other meetings, which are revenue sources: the fall
symposium in Boston, in late October, and the annual
meeting, in May,  half of which are international
attendees,” Kamin said. “Longer term, maybe this will
cause us to examine changing practices with the
thought that disruption will be with us for a while.

“We’ve talked about acquiring the equipment for
video conferencing,” she said.

AACR President Cutting Back Travel
Waun Ki Hong, head of the Division of Cancer

Medicine at M.D. Anderson Cancer Center and
president of the American Association for Cancer
Research, was stranded in Seoul after attending an
AACR conference.

“I have to travel, but I’m really cutting back,”
Hong said. “I cancelled a trip to Manila for the
International Union Against Cancer (UICC), and a
meeting in November in Asia. For domestic travel,
you really have to prioritize. If it is an important
meeting, you have to go. What can you do?”

Hong said he is concerned about a downturn in
the economy. “At the moment, its too early to make
any judgment, but we need to watch events,” he said.
“Right now we’re not really developing any new
initiatives. We’ll wait and see.”

In Europe, Fear Of U.S. “Introspection”
Peter Boyle, director of the Division of

Epidemiology and Biostatistics, European Institute of
Oncology, said he still feels “incredulous” about the
terrorist attack. “My first reactions included shock,
revulsion, and grief for all our society,” he said. “I
hope and pray that the innocent victims find eternal
rest.”

Immediately, three meetings Boyle planned to
attend were cancelled, including a meeting in Dublin,
of the Panel to Review Proposals for Cancer Clinical
Trials Funding in Ireland, a program of the NCI-All
Ireland Cancer Initiative.

Boyle said he did not miss the meetings.
“It is wonderful to suddenly find that you have

seven free days in the diary,” he said. “If video
conferencing became more ubiquitous, then it would
be possible to avoid a large proportion of face-to-face
lines



meetings and stay at home a bit more often.”
However, meetings are important for developing

personal contacts, he said. “It is truer today than ever
before that progress in cancer control depends on
national and international collaboration, and personal
contacts and discussions are necessary,” he said. “I
hope we can reduce the number of meetings without
harming necessary interactions.”

Travel restrictions could isolate American
specialists from their colleagues, Boyle said.

“The other fear I have is that the U.S. will
become more introspective,” he said. “From my
perspective, many of the major scientific meetings
are American. My favorite meeting of the year is the
annual meeting of the American Urological
Association. I also look forward to the Annual Milan
Breast Cancer Meeting.

“Both meetings could go along on their own
without the presence of scientists from outside either
continent,” Boyle said. “However, the AUA meeting
benefits from the close involvement of Europeans (and
others) and the Milan Breast meeting benefits from
the close involvement of Americans.

“It would be a bad blow if such international
interactions were harmed by last week’s tragedy,” he
said.

Wither Federal Research Funding?
Robert Mayer, vice chairman for academic

affairs, Department of Adult Oncology, at Dana-Farber
Cancer Institute, and professor of medicine, Harvard
Medical School, said his immediate concerns were
safety and security.

“At Dana-Farber and other Harvard cancer
research and treatment facilities, travel was strongly
discouraged for the week immediately following the
terrorist events, particularly because of concern about
Logan Airport,” he said. “I expect that travel will return
almost to normal by early October—hopefully by mid-
October when we offer our annual week-long post-
graduate course.”

For the longer term, Mayer said he is concerned
about federal funding for research becoming a casualty
of war on terrorism.

“With the economy in a downturn and
unanticipated defense needs and bail-outs to the airline
industry in the offing, I suppose it is possible that the
NCI and NIH budgets will suffer, particularly since
neither agency has a director who is empowered to
make a strong case to Congress and the White House,”
Mayer said.
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“Robbed Us of Our Feeling of Safety”
Mary J.C. Hendrix, head of the Department of

Anatomy and Cell Biology, associate director of basic
research and deputy director of the Holden
Comprehensive Cancer Center at University of Iowa,
said she cancelled her previously scheduled trips until
mid-October.

She had been scheduled to travel to Washington,
DC, on Sept. 11 for the Oncological Sciences Study
Section Boundary Team Meeting. “Luckily, the
majority of this team were grounded,” she said. Some
of the members were stuck in Washington.

“Science was undoubtedly affected by the events
of the terrorist attack,” Hendrix said. “Because the
performance of science is integrally connected to
people, communications, deliveries of supplies,
location, and travel, the business of scientific
discovery was temporarily suspended as we worried
about the well-being of our friends, family, and
colleagues, and especially, as we mourned the loss of
innocent lives.

“As a gentle and trusting society, last Tuesday
robbed us of our feeling of safety and the freedom to
travel without any concerns of vulnerability,” Hendrix
said. “Our lives have changed dramatically, but our
resilience is ongoing.”

“If Travel Isn’t Critical, I’ll Stay Home”
When he arrived in Washington Dulles Airport a

little before 9 a.m., Sept. 11, Brian Druker was on
the final stop of a four-city tour.

Since the approval of Gleevec, his rationally-
designed drug for chronic myelogenous leukemia, the
Oregon Health Sciences University hematologist had
become a sought-after speaker.

Earlier on that trip, he had gone to Amsterdam,
Helsinki, and Durham, NC. On that day, Druker was
heading to his university’s reception for the Oregon
Congressional delegation.

About a half an hour before Druker’s commuter
plane touched down at Dulles, American Airlines Flight
77 lifted off from the airport runway. At 9 a.m., on
the airport’s monitors, Druker saw the beginning of
the attack on the World Trade Center.

With his cell phone against one ear and with the
cab’s radio blasting NPR updates into the other,
Druker was heading toward Capitol Hill. Meanwhile,
the doomed airliner zigzagged through Washington
sky.

At around 9:45, just as the cab turned off I-66,
Druker’s girlfriend called to tell him that the planes
es
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that hit the World Trade Center were commercial
airliners filled with fuel and passengers.

The two were still on the phone when NPR
reported that smoke was rising from the Pentagon.
Indeed, it was. “Just as I was talking to her, I could
see big, black billowing smoke coming out of a building
that was clearly where Pentagon was located,” Druker
said.

Stuck in Washington until Friday afternoon,
Druker found himself rethinking his travel schedule.

“I was extremely fortunate that I wasn’t on a
plane that was going across the country that day,”
Druker said. “The question I am trying to ask myself
now is how critical it is that I travel. If it’s critical, I
will do it. If it’s not, I will stay at home.”

Some trips are not essential. “I enjoy giving the
talks, I enjoy meeting people, and I think people enjoy
hearing the Gleevec story, but I think there are other
means of communications,” Druker said.

“I recognize that people want to hear this story,
and they want to hear it directly from me, but I can
also write about it, and I can be available by satellite
hookup,” he said.  “I have work to do, and I want to
make sure that the work gets done, and in order to
focus on my work I need to be at home, with protected
time.

“If you add that to some concerns about personal
safety, it makes sense for me to try and be home a
little bit more.”
With Fighter Planes Overhead,
ODAC Kept Deliberating

A little after 10 a.m., Sept. 11, during a coffee
break, members of the FDA Oncologic Drugs
Advisory Committee learned that airplanes had
crashed into the World Trade Center and the Pentagon.

A fourth plane was thought to be heading toward
the Washington area, employees were being evacuated
from federal buildings, and the city was gridlocked.

Committee Chairman Stacy Nerenstone decided
to go on with the meeting.

“I made the announcement that if we were to
stop the meeting, then the terrorists have won, because
routine business couldn’t get done,” said Nerenstone,
an oncologist at the Hartford Hospital Gray Cancer
Center.

IDEC Pharmaceutical Corp. was in the midst of
presenting the data on Zevalin (ibritumomab tiuxetan),
a therapy for non-Hodgkins lymphoma. FDA was yet
to present its evaluation of the data. Suspending the
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meeting would have been unfair to the sponsor, FDA,
and the patients.

“I made the decision that everybody was
prepared, and everybody was there, Nerenstone said.
“To suspend it and just to have people milling around
was just a waste of people’s time.”

For more than three hours that followed, the
committee members maintained their concentration
on the New Drug Application as the sound of fighter
jets rattled the oversized, garish crystal on the
chandeliers at the Versailles Room of Bethesda Holiday
Inn.

“We continued the meeting, and actually it went
over the time, because it was a very complicated
subject,” Nerenstone said.

IDEC was asking for approval for relapsed and
refractory low grade, follicular or CD20+ transformed
B cell Non-Hodgkins lymphoma or Rituxan-refractory
follicular NHL.

The data justified full approval for Rituxian-
refractory disease, the committee decided. For patients
untreated by monoclonals, the committee was
concerned about excessive cytotoxicity, and
recommended accelerated approval.

“Once we got to the point where the committee
got to discussing and started getting different points
of view, there was about a good hour there when
what was going on outside was totally forgotten,
because we had a very serious discussion and had to
come to some sort of a conclusion,” said ODAC
member Donna Przepiorka, associate director of the
stem cell transplantation  program at Baylor College
of Medicine.

“I was pleased to see the committee members
being vocal, and not being intimidated by what was
going on outside the building,” Przepiorka said. “One
of the main issues had to do with whether we knew
enough about how to measure the radiation given off
by the drug to allow it to be used in patients before it
was a last hope.”

The committee decided that the therapy should
be made available to physicians for both indications.
However, accelerated approval would require the
company to return to FDA with a trial designed to
justify giving Zevalin to Rituxan-naïve patients,
Nerenstone said.

The committee’s afternoon session was
cancelled, because FDA offices had been closed, and
some key people couldn’t get to the hotel where
ODAC was meeting.

“I would have kept it going,” Nerenstone said.
lines
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Biotechnology Association (now the Biotechnology
Industry Organization), first as director of government
relations and later as vice president. She helped enact
such laws as the Drug Export Amendments Act of
1986, the Process Patent Amendments Act of 1988,
and the Prescription Drug User Fee Act of 1992.
Previously, she served as study director and legal
analyst in the biotechnology program of the
Congressional Office of Technology Assessment.

“I am deeply saddened by the loss of Lisa
Raines,” Henri Termeer, Genzyme chairman and CEO,
said. “Lisa was a great friend and a brilliant colleague.

Three Industry Executives
Among Victims Of Attacks
(Continued from page 1)
After Hours Of Waiting, A Pleasant Flight
With air traffic at a standstill and rental cars

scarce, ODAC members were stranded in Bethesda.
Donna Przepiorka remained in Bethesda, trying

to get to Houston.
Her flights were rescheduled 11 times. She tried

unsuccessfully to rent a car. Finally, on Friday
afternoon, she found herself on a Dallas-bound flight,
made it to San Antonio, rented a car, and drove to
Houston.

“It was a very interesting experience for me,”
Przepiorka said. “The best part of it is that everyone
who was traveling was clearly courageous, and really
wanted to travel, and we are not going to get stopped.

“Everyone was very pleasant. It was probably
the most pleasant trip I’ve ever taken in my entire
life. No one was bothered for anything, even people
who sat there for five hours waiting for a flight and
then had to change it because it was cancelled.

“No yelling, no screaming, no harsh words,
pleasant smiles all around,” Przepiorka said.

“My hope is that it would not deter us from
moving ahead, which is why I think so many people
got back on the planes.

“As soon as the government said, OK, let’s do
it, everyone got back on the planes. I hope that we
would see that as something that we need to do. We
can’t hide from perceived or potential problems,
because they are not going to be there for everyone,
and if the government does its job, and I believe it
will, we should not have another major disaster.

“No one can prevent everything, but that
shouldn’t stop us from doing what we need to get
done,” Przepiorka said.

A Gorgeous Sunrise Over West Virginia
Unable to get back to the Midwest by air, ODAC

members Kathy Albain and George Sledge chipped in
with University of Iowa oncologist Larry Cripe and
Northwestern University oncologist Leo Gordon and
rented a limousine and a driver. Cripe and Gordon
attended the session on behalf of IDEC.

This was one of the few cases when a limo was
not a luxury, and the price was reasonable—about
$550 per person. “The rental cars were gone,” said
Albain, an oncologist at Loyola University Medical
Center. “There were none to be had.”

The 12-hour trip was pleasant, Albain said.
“We went across I-70, and, despite everything,

saw a gorgeous sunrise in the mountains of West
Virginia,” Albain said.
This journey concluded at Chicago’s O’Hare
Airport, where Albain had left her car. The airport
was closed, the entrance blocked off with bulldozers.
Travelers were walking in, wheeling their luggage, and
exchanging stories of traversing great distances on the
ground.

“Makes You Realize What’s Important In Life”
ODAC member Douglas Blayney was fortunate

enough to find a rental car.
“The guy behind me at the Avis counter was

going to drive to Atlanta, and the guy in front of me
was going to drive to Houston,” said Blayney an
oncologist with Wilshire Oncology Medical Group of
Pasadena, CA.

On Wednesday, Blayney drove to Old
Greenwich, CT, to spend a few days with his sister,
whose husband works in Manhattan. On Saturday,
after trying to get on four flights, he got on a flight
from Philadelphia.

“The patients and the office staff knew I was in
Washington, and they were relieved when they learned
that I was not on the airplanes coming home,” Blayney
said.

Had he left the meeting a day early, Blayney
could well have been on the Los Angeles-bound plane
that rammed into Pentagon.

“This should serve as an opportunity for all of
us to rethink our priorities and recommit ourselves to
what got us into medicine in the first place, and that’s
to make life better for our fellow men and fellow
citizens,” Blayney said. “It makes you realize what’s
important in life, and that is family and friends and
our commitment to make life better.”
es
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She was a tremendous advocate for this company and
for the biotechnology industry, who worked tirelessly
and effectively in Washington to ensure that the best
medicines reached patients. We will greatly miss her.”

Raines is survived by her husband, Stephen Push,
of Great Falls, VA.

—Thomas Burnett Jr., the chief financial officer
of the medical research firm Thoratec Corp., of
Pleasanton, CA, has been called a “hero” for possibly
helping to stop the hijackers of United Flight 93 from
attacking their intended target.

During the flight, Burnett called his wife and
said he and other passengers were “going to do
something” about the hijackers. The airplane crashed
in a field in Pennsylvania, killing all 44 on board.
Investigators believe it was probably headed for
Washington, DC, or Camp David, MD.

Burnett was 38 and is survived by his wife and
three young daughters. Thoratec created a memorial
fund in his honor. The company develops medical
devices for circulatory support, vascular graft, blood
coagulation, and skin incision applications.
NCI Director's Resignation:
NCI "Much Stronger" Now,
Rimer Says In Note To Staff

With NCI Director Richard Klausner's
resignation last week on the same day of the terrorist
attacks, other NCI officials sought to reassure staff
that their work continues to be of vital importance
even at a time of national crisis.

Barbara Rimer, director of the Division of Cancer
Control and Population Sciences, felt it necessary to
write a letter to her staff.

“The NCI is not going to fall apart,” Rimer wrote
in the Sept. 12 letter.

Following is the text of Rimer's letter, which
was addressed to “DCCPS Colleagues.”

I first wrote this email last night, after I had heard
that Dr. Klausner was planning to announce his
resignation, but long before the terrible events in New
York and Washington. So let me begin this message
with sincere wishes that neither you nor your loved
ones was harmed. To all who were, my heart goes
out. To the rest of us, whose pain is the pain of
empathy, I can only say that tragedies such as this
help to underscore the rightness of what we are doing
daily to save lives. In the face of all this senseless
death, we can find meaning in redoubling our own
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efforts to prevent the depredation of cancer.
By now many of you will have heard the news

about Dr. Klausner. For those who have not, he
announced today his intention to resign from the NCI
as of October 1st to head a new institute, founded by
Steve Case, the founder of America Online. Although
there has been a lot of speculation in recent months
that he might leave the NCI, this announcement still
comes as a surprise.

But let me try to put this resignation into
perspective. First, I greatly admire, like and respect
Dr. Klausner. He has been as enthusiastic, insightful,
knowledgeable, thoughtful and collaborative as anyone
could hope for as a partner in the development of
DCCPS, always willing to provide support and
feedback to us in this Division. It has been wonderful
working for him, and I will truly miss him. We owe
much of our successful development to his vision and
leadership—but we also know that it is you whose
vision, leadership and willingness to turn the collective
vision into reality that have made our division into
what it has become.

The NCI is not going to fall apart. Part of Dr.
Klausner's great value as an architect is that what he
has helped to design and build was built to last. Thanks
in large part to Dr. Klausner’s efforts, the NCI is much
stronger now than it was when he became director six
years ago. All parts of the NCI are stronger, and that
is certainly true for DCCPS. Over the nearly four
years since our division was created, we have brought
on a cadre of terrific new people to join the many
outstanding people who were already here. I believe
that our work is on track, and that this division will
continue to thrive.

I know that there will be a time of uncertainty.
Change can be stressful,  and ambiguity is
uncomfortable. I will do my best to keep you informed
about what is happening and ask for your continued
support and patience. Feel free to ask questions and
share concerns. We are doing work that matters, and
that is where we need to put the focus.
NCI Contract Awards
Title: Synthesis of Bulk Chemicals and Drugs

for Preclinical and Clinical Studies. To: Ash Stevens
Inc., Detroit, MI. Amount: $6,341,256.

Title: An Integrated Interactive Graphics
Environment for Data Visualization and Exploration
of Microarray Data SBIR Topic 173. To: Data
Description Inc. Amount: $311,790.00.
ines
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Registration Form
FIFTH ANNUAL FALL ONCOLOGY CONFERENCE

Return by fax to 214-818-7463 ~ for more information call 214-818-7462

O c t o b e r 1 1 - 1 4 ,  2 0 0 1
Amelia Island Plantation

Amelia Island, Florida
15 hrs., AMA/PRA Credit Provided

e invite you to attend our fifth annual Fall Oncology Conference, Advances in Solid
Tumors, at Amelia Island Plantation in Amelia Island, Florida.

Purpose & Content
This 31/2 day conference, designed for medical and radiation oncologists, will focus on current developments of newer
chemotherapeutic agents.  This will include new applications of previously approved chemotherapy drugs and also a
discussion of anticancer agents that have been approved or are in the process of being approved by the FDA.  Special
attention will be given to recent randomized clinical trials.  The overall goal of this meeting will be to update attendees
on developments that have taken place over the past year, since our last solid tumors conference.

Who Should Attend?
This educational program is intended for medical and radiation oncologists and other physicians with an interest in recent
advances in the treatment of solid tumors.  No specific skills or knowledge, other than a basic training in oncology, are
required for successful participation in this activity.  Fellows, nurses, and pharmacists in the oncology field are also invited
to attend.

W

Vinay Jain, MD, FACP
Baylor-Charles A. Sammons Cancer Center
Dallas,TX

Marvin Stone, MD, MACP
Baylor-Charles A. Sammons Cancer Center
Dallas, TX

John Pippen, MD, FACP
Baylor-Charles A. Sammons Cancer Center
Dallas,TX

Joyce O’Shaughnessy, MD
Baylor-Charles A. Sammons Cancer Center
Dallas,TX

Program Directors

To view a detailed Agenda, please see our website at
www.cancerconferences.com      

Supported by Baylor-Charles A. Sammons Cancer Center and Physicians’ Education Resource

f a l l  o n c o l o g y  c o n f e r e n c e

Advances in SolidTumors
Fifth Annual

Specialty:
❏ Medical Oncology ❏ Surgery ❏ Other
❏ Radiation Oncology ❏ Nursing

http://www.cancerconferences.com


Copying Policy for The Cancer Letter Interactive

The software that comes with your issue allows you to make a printout, intended for
your own personal use. Because we cannot control what you do with the printout, we
would like to remind you that routine cover-to-cover photocopying of The Cancer
Letter Interactive is theft of intellectual property and is a crime under U.S. and inter-
national law.

Here are guidelines we advise our subscribers to follow regarding photocopying or
distribution of the copyrighted material in The Cancer Letter Inc. publications in
compliance with the U.S. Copyright Act:

What you can do:

--Route the printout of the newsletter to anyone in your office.

--Copy, on an occasional basis, a single story or article and send it to colleagues.

--Consider purchasing multiple subscriptions. Contact us for information on multiple
subscription discounts.

What you can't do without prior permission:

--Make copies of an entire issue of the newsletter. The law forbids cover-to-cover
photocopying.

--Routinely copy and distribute portions of the newsletter.

--Republish or repackage the contents of the newsletter.

We can provide reprints for nominal fees. If you have any questions or comments
regarding photocopying, please contact Publisher Kirsten Boyd Goldberg, phone: 202-
362-1809, email: kirsten@cancerletter.com

We welcome the opportunity to speak to you regarding your information needs.
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